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SMART GROWTH FOR WISCONSIN

OUR NEW COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE PLANNING LAW

Written by Bill Biersach

Wisconsin’s new Smart Growth law
is the result of a major shift in
attitudes about land use and devel-
opment on the part of not only state
legislators but also local government
officials and developers. Rather than
continuing to allow pure market forces
to determine the pace and direction of
development, Smart Growth legislation
seeks to make growth planned, delib-
erate and agreed upon by all those
affected by it. The new statutes seek an
increased level of public involvement in
decisions affecting public resources.

The original impetus for this
philosophical change was the struggle to
find solutions for our declining urban
centers and our disappearing stock of
family farms. A predecessor law, the
Land Recycling Act, encouraged re-use
of blighted properties where infrastruc-
ture already existed and where unem-
ployment rolls were growing. Its intend-
ed effect was to preserve attractive open
spaces and to save tax dollars. This re-
use also sought to keep small town
centers viable through redevelopment,
with close in industry and local farming
on the perimeter.

These win/win concepts brought
together an unusual mixture of former
adversaries on land use, from local
politicians to environmentalists to
realtor associations, to farm organ-
izations. They found that cooperation
and careful planning led to more
effective land use and manageable, yet
profitable economic growth. It was this
group of citizens along with their state
legislators who developed the Smart
Growth concept and pushed for the law
changes to make it a reality.

The new law is really a recodifi-
cation of Chapter 66, The General
Municipality Law. The new provisions

were effective on January 1, 2001. They
call first for a “Comprehensive Plan” to
be in place for each local government
unit to be in place by January 1, 2010.
After that date any action or program
which a local government undertakes
affecting land use, must be consistent
with this “Comprehensive Plan.”

Issues to be addressed in each
“Comprehensive Plan™ include overall
objectives for future development,
housing availability, transportation
infrastructure, utilities and community
facilities, management of cultural and
natural resources, economic develop-
ment, intergovernmental cooperation,
public and private land use, and imple-
mentation strategies.

The day to day actions of local
government that must be consistent with
the plan include incorporations, annex-
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Typically there is ample
phosphorous in our soils and little
need to add more. It is phosphorous
which contributes to excessive lake
weeds and algae growth. One
pound of phosphorous can yield
500 pounds of aquatic weeds and
algal growth.

(continued on page 4)

FEEDBACK

Email Us!
info@chenequalandconservancy.org

ATT TN SN

262-369-5095

Write Us!
Chenequa Land Conservancy
P.O. Box 438
Hartland, WI 53029

Join Us!
www.chenequalandconservancy.org




