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CONSERVANCY

NEW MiIssiION, NEwW NAME

Written by Ted Rolfs

We are proud to announce and
reintroduce The Tall Pines
Conservancy (formerly the Chenequa
Land Conservancy). The Chenequa Land
Conservancy was established in 1999.
The original mission statement of the
CLC was to “preserve the scenic views,
open space, water quality, and natural
habitats of our local environment for
current and future generations.” In 2003
the Conservancy changed its name to
The Tall Pines Conservancy, and
expanded our mission statement to
“preserve farmland, open space and
water resources in NW Waukesha
County through open space preservation
techniques and smart growth planning.”
The Tall Pines Conservancy is a non-
profit 501 (c) (3) tax exempt land trust.
To date the Conservancy has preserved
over 160 acres through purchase and
donated easements, primarily in the
Village of Chenequa. In the coming
months we will be identifying parcels in
the NW portion of Waukesha County
which are critical to the rural character
of the area in which we all live.

As an accredited land trust, The
Tall Pines Conservancy is able to receive
donations of land, easements, and
development rights. In addition the
Conservancy will raise funds to purchase
and protect land. All donations, whether
financial or in kind are tax deductible to
the donor.

A land trust is a private, community
based, non-profit organization
established to protect land and water
resources for the public benefit. The
term “trust” means the resource is made
permanently safe against undesired
development. One of the most important
roles of a land trust is to work with
landowners concerned about protecting
their land and leaving a lasting legacy
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for future generations. Land trusts
provide advice on protection strategies
that best meet the landowner’s conser-
vation objective.

A land trust also provides
educational assistance to individuals
interested in learning more about land
preservation techniques and steward-
ship of our natural resources. The Tall
Pines Conservancy will be able to help
landowners identify the best land
protection options available for their
particular situation and objectives.

We will also provide information
regarding natural resources including
preserving and upgrading the quality
of our lakes and streams.

We welcome your involvement
with The Tall Pines Conservancy
through financial support, volunteer
time, and comments or suggestions. If
you are interested in supporting the
Conservancy or learning more about us,
please contact us. A



ask
JEFF

QUESTION:

What are
the new
DNR
shoreland
rules?

Jeff Kante
Village Forester

ANS :

Anyone dumping stone, rock,

gravel, sand, whatever into our
lakes requires a permit.

Depending on the extent of the
project, one or several permits may
be required from various agencies.
The first place to check whether a
permit is needed is with a WI-DNR,
Water Management Specialist.

The permit system assures
standards are met and prevents
anyone from improving their shore
at the cost of water quality,
fish/wildlife habitat, and lake
aesthetics. According to the DNR,
Waterfront property owners have a
right to protect their shores for the
purpose of erosion control, not the
purpose of developing the site. This
right is subject to the public trust.

Currently the WI-DNR is in the
process of revising Erosion Control
Standards for Inland Lakes and
Flowages (NR328) and Wisconsin’s
Shoreland Management Program
(NR115).

NR328 will go to the WI
Natural Resources Board this
winter for approval. NR 328 will
prevent erosion control practices,
which would degrade shoreline
habitat if other methods of erosion
control would be effective. Other
changes include a standardized
method to assess erosion potential
using a formula to determine storm
wave height. The higher the wave,

(continued on page 4)

KNOWLES-NELSON STEWARDSHIP
FUND: A GoOooD RETURN ON
INVESTMENT

he bipartisan Warren Knowles-Gaylord Nelson Stewardship Fund was created

to protect recreational lands, wildlife habitat, state parks, trails, forests and
other natural areas. Since the program was established in 1989, Stewardship funds
have helped protect more than 225,000 acres in 71 of Wisconsin’s 72 counties.

Governor Doyle has included full funding of Stewardship in his budget; however,
some in the Legislature have proposed cutting the program. The Joint Committee on
Finance has begun consideration of the budget and has held a series of hearings
around the state. Please support this program by sharing the many cost-effective
benefits of Stewardship with those who will decide its future.

Written by Beth Bier
Program Assistant, Gathering Waters Conservancy

The Benefits
Stewardship helps protect conservation and recreation lands across the state — from
rural projects like the Peshtigo River Shores in Marinette County, to urban projects
like Lakeshore State Park in Milwaukee. The Stewardship program has funded places
to hike, bike and ski such as the Ice Age Trail, the Green Circle Trail in Stevens Point
and the Great River Trail along the Mississippi River.

It also supported the once-in-a-lifetime purchase of the 22,000 acre Turtle-
Flambeau Flowage in Iron County, as well as hunting and fishing spots in
communities across Wisconsin,
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Can We Afford It?

Stewardship is less than half of one
percent of the state’s overall annual
budget. Because the Stewardship Fund is
financed through long-term bonding, less
than $5 million is spent annually to fund
the Stewardship program at $60 million.
Cutting the program will save very little
in actual borrowing costs. For a small
investment, we are saving some of the
best of what remains of outdoor
Wisconsin. This investment is critical to
our state’s $7 billion tourist industry and
our high quality of life.

Money Needed Now

Land protection is like a continuously
closing window. The Department of
Natural Resources and local land trusts
need to be able to act when land comes
on the market. If we are hobbled by lack

(continued on page 4)
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*Voice your support for the
Stewardship Fund now!

» Send letters or make phone calls in
support of Stewardship to members of the
Joint Finance Committee, your local
legislators and Governor Doyle.
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The Stewardship Fund is an investment that will pay dividends for generations
to come. Land protection is permanent! We are fortunate today that our
predecessors had enough foresight to protect Devil's Lake, Peninsula and
Wyalusing State Parks, and wildlife areas around the state.We should show the
same foresight for our children and grandchildren.
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A SMART INVESTMENT
TIP: CONSERVE LAND

t a time when Wall Street offers
disappointing returns, land
conservation remains one of America’s
smartest investments. It attracts jobs,
enhances property values, and saves
billions in government costs.

Today, the best jobs go where the
top talent wants to live, and that is in
places of natural beauty. Communities
that conserve land make an investment
in future economic development.

Property next to conservation
lands skyrockets in value, with homes
selling for 10-20 percent more than
comparable homes without access to
parks. A survey by the American
Association of Homebuilders concluded
that new homebuyers want trails and
natural areas above any other amenity.
In the late 1800s, Frederick Law
Olmsted demonstrated this when Central
Park returned $5.4 million in additional
annual tax revenues, quickly repaying
the $14 million cost of the park.

Saving land from development is
often the best way to reduce government
spending and avoid increases in property
taxes. Many jurisdictions believe that
they will make money from the property
taxes on new subdivisions, ignoring the
true cost of schools, roads, police, water,
and storm water management. Studies
show that it costs between $1.04 and $2
for every dollar of tax revenue to
provide services to a typical subdivision.
So current taxpayers end up subsidizing
outsiders who bring increased traffic,
crowded schools, and the loss of the
community’s individual culture.

It is also cheaper to protect clean
water at its source than to build expen-
sive water treatment facilities. New
York City, for example, saved $5 billion
in construction costs by purchasing
lands around its reservoirs in the
Catskill Mountains.

Despite the many documented
economic benefits of conservation, each
day we are losing 8.6 square miles of
America’s finest lands to development.
At this pace, most of the special places
in America will be gone within 20 years.
We live in a democracy, but most people
simply do not believe that they have a
choice about the sprawl that is eroding
both our communities and countryside.

Written by Rand Wentworth
President, Land Trust Alliance

FIFTH ANNUAL
MEETING OF THE
TALL PINES

CONSERVANCY
(formerly CLC)

Thursday June 19th, 2003
6:00pm - 8:30pm

Please reserve Thursday June |9th, 2003
for the Land Conservancy’s Fifth Annual
Meeting to be held on the Conservancy’s
5 acre parcel
Pheasant Lane, Nashotah,WI

Hosted by:

Ted Rolfs, Jeff Harris, Anne Seidel,
Jeffery Spence, Bill Biersach
and Charlie Brumder &

Photo b

y Anne Seidel Rain or shine!

Yet there is reason for hope. Barbeque and beverages will be se

America’s 1,200-plus nonprofit land
trusts have protected more than 6.2
million acres throughout the country.
Land trusts are non-adversarial,
charitable organizations that help
private landowners protect their land,

The 5 acres CLC parcel'is 4. [ulehes.
North of HWY |6 and"East-efigh’
Hwy C en Pheasant Lang,

Look for the signs and follow to"the:

Please RSYP to 262-369-0500

(continued on page 4)

RECENT ACTIVITIES OF TLC

(FORMERLY CLC)

K many of you may have read, the Chenequa Land Conservancy has filed a
lawsuit against the Village of Hartland, the Lutheran High School Assoc. and
the DOT over the inappropriate sale of the DOT property located at |16 and 83
to the Village of Hartland.We have been granted a preliminary injunction against
the Lutheran High School Assoc. by the Circuit Court in Dane County Wisconsin.
A trial date has been set for November, 2003.We're extremely confident that we
are going to prevail at trial and that the property will revert back to the State of
Wisconsin. When this occurs, the Conservancy will pursue protection of the
property in conjunction with the Town of Merton and the Village of Chenequa.

While the Conservancy’s lawsuit is being made possible through the
generosity of a few donors, we need to raise additional funds to cover all costs
associated with the lawsuit. To that end, Provident Reality has offered to provide
matching funds up to $10,000 for all donations the Conservancy receives
earmarked for the lawsuit. Please consider supporting the Conservancy in this
effort and making a special donation to help defray the costs of this lawsuit.We
appreciate your support and are open to any comments or discussion you may
have concerning this action.

We have also been diligently working on the opposite corner of 83 and 16
(SW corner) where there has been proposed a retail development in excess of
200,000 sq ft. While we have not been making much headway, we hope to be able
to buy the property at some point in the future. Anyone interested in helping !
purchase this property, please contact TPC.
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required on the application. More details
are available at the WI-DNR web site:
www.dnr.state.wi.us/org/water/thp/fish/n
r328/index.htm

The other regulation to be revised is
Wisconsin’s Shoreland Development
Standards (NR115). This regulation
contains standards for building setbacks,
development density and nonconforming
structures in unincorporated areas.
Villages and cities will not be affected.
Note that many of the items contained
in NR 115 may be found in other state
or local regulations. The WI-DNR has
just begun to revise this regulation and
public input will be solicited.

If you have a question that you
would like answered in the Ask
Jeff column, please email him at
jkante@chenequa.org or write to the
Tall Pines Conservancy, P.O. Box 65,
Nashotah, WI 53058. A

STEWARDSHIP FUND...
(continued from page 2)

of funding, we’ll lose out on our chance
to protect this land, probably forever.

Who Supports the Stewardship Fund?
The public overwhelming supports
Stewardship. Independent public opinion
polling has consistently shown strong
support for acquiring conservation lands
among both Republicans and
Democrats. Wisconsin’s 53 land trusts
and the 77 member organizations of the
Alliance for the Stewardship Fund
represent hundreds of thousands of
Wisconsin voters: environmentalists and
campers — people who live and vote in
every legislative district.

For updates on the Stewardship,
email bbier@gatheringwaters.org. A
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Land Trust Alliance is working with
Congress to improve tax incentives
and funding for private landowners,
especially farmers and ranchers, who
voluntarily protect their land from
development. Voters across the
country have shown their strong
support for conservation by
committing more than $20 billion in
tax revenues since 1998 to protect
parks and open space.

You can take an important step
for your community: Offer your
leadership, political support, and
charitable gifts to a land trust. Better
vet, consider donating a conservation
easement on your land. It is an
investment in the future that offers
attractive tax benefits and the
satisfaction that the land you love
will be protected forever. &
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