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AGRICULTURE GETS UP-CLOSE
AND PERSONAL WITH AG IN

THE CLASSROOM

inter may mark the end of the
Wcr()p harvest season, but it’s just the
beginning of another “growing™ season
in Waukesha County. Farm owners and
managers who are members of the
Waukesha County Farm Bureau volunteer
their time during the winter to spring
months as AG (Agriculture) in the
Classroom ambassadors, sowing the seeds
of farm knowledge in fourth grade class-
rooms. This desire to communicate to chil-
dren about agriculture’s importance and
role in our economy and society is the Farm
Bureau’s mission to help the next generation
of leaders grow in their understanding and
appreciation of working farms and land in
our county, state and country.

AG in the Classroom is a national
education program established by the
United States Department of Agriculture
that is guided and administered in
Wisconsin through the Wisconsin Farm

by Kim Koepke, Co-owner Koepke Farms, Inc.
Bureau Federation (WFBF), a farmer-
member organization. Each county Farm
Bureau group decides how to best reach
fourth grade classes in Wisconsin through
AG in the Classroom tools, either by a
combination of lesson plans available for
teachers, resource teaching guides, agricul-
tural science kits developed for teachers
and students, or activity booklets and
brochures that children can take home.
Waukesha County has a unique situa-
tion where the increased urban population
results in many middle school-age children
who would benefit from what AG in the
Classroom has to offer. Agriculture in
Waukesha County may not be in the spot-
light due to the county’s urban expansion,
yet nearly 30 percent of the land in the
county is in farms (98,000 acres). Agricul-
ture provides 8,800 county residents with
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“WE STARTED A KINDERGARTEN

WHEN WE MOVED THERE?”

by Kristi Sherfinski

An Interview with Sally Manegold __#ls

I i

hen Sally Manegold’ son-in-law suggested that she purchase some farmland

east of Highway C, she had more than a good investment in mind when she
purchased not one, but two parcels for the purposes of conservation. She wanted to
protect the character of a landscape which held so many good memories for her and
would allow her grandchildren a chance to experience what she had. Sally has lived
near Pine Lake all of her adult life, and the family of her late husband, Bob Manegold,
has lived in the area since the 1890’s. Three of the couple’s four children still live
near Pine Lake, and the fourth still spends summers at the lake. One of Sally’s early
memories of the lake was with Bob on one of their first dates. He impressed her with

sailing and supper on the lake.

In 1944, she and her husband began living in a cottage on Pine Lake during the
summers. By 1948, they decided to live in the arca ycar-muna. As Sally put it, she
“became hooked.” At that time, only three other couples with children and a couple of
retirees spent the winters at the lake. They became a close-knit family and after awhile,

(continued on page 2)
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ask
JEFF

QUESTION:
WHAT

IS OAK
WILT?

Jeff Kante
Village Forester

Oak wilt is a fatal disease of
oak trees caused by a fungus
(Ceratocystis Fagacearum). Once
an individual tree is infected it can
spread easily to other oaks, cross
property lines and alter the land-
scape of homes and woodlots.
Reports of trees killed by the fungus
go back 100 years and it is found
throughout southern Wisconsin
and much of the east central US.

Generally the fungus enters the
oak tree by two paths, open wounds
(pruning cuts) or the root system.
Sap feeding insects known as picnic
beetles attracted to fresh wounds,
pick up the fungal spores as they
move from tree to tree. The second
major cause is through the root
systems of adjacent trees which
have naturally grafted to one
another. The combined systems
create a conduit for the fungus to
move from oak to oak.

Nearly all oak species are
susceptible but the red and black
oaks are most likely affected. The
other common oak species, the
white, bur and swamp white are
much less susceptible to the disease
but not completely immune.

Symptoms usually appear during
the warmer summer months of June,
July, and August. Leaves gradually
turn a bronze color, then fall from
the tree. A laboratory test for the
presence of the fungus will confirm
the disease. Note: Oak trees are

(continued on page 3)

TPC INITIATES SECOND STAGE PDR

ON KIECKHEFER PROPERTY

T all Pines is happy to report that
on December 6, 2006, it initiated

the second stage of its Purchase of
Development Rights (PDR) project
relating to the Kieckhefer family’s prop-
erty. The first stage of the project was
completed at the end of 2005, when Tall
Pines purchased the development rights
covering 43 of the Kieckefer’s 65 acres.
As a result of that purchase, there is a
permanent conservation easement on this
environmental corridor which contains
woods and farmland.

The second stage involved the pur-
chase of a restrictive easement covering
the remaining 22 acres of grass and
farmland, limiting potential development
on this area to no more than 13 houses.
TPC has a continuing option to purchase
down the development rights over the next
ten years to completely restrict develop-
ment in this area, To keep this option
alive, TPC must purchase the development
rights to at least one house each year.

by Jeff Harris

The Kieckhefer transaction is
important for a number of reasons. It
permanently restricts development and
preserves important environmental and
open space qualities in a strategic location.
It therefore tends to preserve conservation
options in the large open space areas that
are next to the Kieckhefer property.

The transaction also serves as a model
for surrounding communities to use in
finding creative ways to preserve the
area’s rural character.

We thank our donors who have
made this project possible. To date, the
project has required an investment of
$600,000. Tall Pines will continue to
ask for your support for this long-term
project, as we have $200,000 in debt to
retire on the first stage of the project,
with an additional investment of
approximately $100,000 for each of
the next ten years in order to fully
restrict development on the second-
stage parcel. A

INTERVIEW WITH SALLY MANEGOLD... (from page 1)

they were glad when the summer people left so they could have the lake to themselves
again. All of the children played together because they were the only ones there. Sally
remembers ice skating parties with all of the children in attendance. Because they were
the only families there, they had to start their own kindergarten. The high school that

early members of the community started
has recently celebrated its 50th birthday.
At the time that Sally and Bob began
living together on Pine Lake, they felt like
they were still very much in the “country.”
Sally told of one of Bob’s early memories

on the local farms. The farmers would invite
all sorts of extra workers at thrashing time,

and all the kids would go watch. Bob
remembered the huge spreads of food that
would be laid out for the help, and could
not believe how much food there was.

By purchasing two 20-acre parcels of
agricultural land, Sally hoped to help
preserve the “country” feel that she knew
and loved. Because she has placed each
parcel under a conservation easement,
limiting the development of the parcels to
only one building each, they will never be
subdivided. She currently leases the land to
a local dairy farmer who uses the crops to
feed his cattle. Her favorite aspect of the
land is Hummel Hill, a small woodlot in
the corner of one of the parcels. She loves
the large bur oak trees that grow there.
She hopes that her grandchildren might
someday enjoy the properties. A
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One of the large oak trees found on Hummel Hill.



MEMBER LETTER REMINDS US THE
IMPORTANCE OF LOCAL SUPPORT

Dear Tall Pines,

I grew up in the Hartland/North Lake area, and was always very proud of the
natural beauty of the forests and farmlands. Over time, I have seen the land be devel-
oped, but not so dramatically as my recent visit this summer. I had not been in the area
in a few years, and was shocked at the amount of development that had taken place at
the expense of local farmers and open space. Equally upsetting was the apathy of the
community — I looked in the local papers, and the only articles I saw on conservation of
open space was the sad story of a farmer that had worked with a group to preserve the
land, only to find that it was not actually protected and the land would be developed

after all. Where was the public outcry?

[ currently have a house in the Hudson Valley/New Paltz area where conservation
is a very big deal, and an integral part of the community culture, Every week, there are
multiple stories in the local paper about local support for conservation either as pre-
serve or farmland (Wallkill Valley Land Trust, www.savetheridge.com, Open Space

Institute, Mohonk Preserve).

My mother passed on your organization’s information, and I was happy to learn
that someone was thinking of these issues in the Waukesha area. Please keep up the

good work & get the word out! A

Sincerely, Sandra Guenther

AG IN THE CLASSROOM... (from page 1)

AG Education program in
Waukesha County brings
farmers and children together

jobs, and it’s a strong financial workhorse,
churning out more than $1.11 billion in
economic activity for the county every
year. As the county is poised to grow
in population, it becomes even more
important to share the message of what
agriculture is contributing to our county’s
fiscal resources, environmental steward-
ship, and quality of life.

Waukesha County Farm Bureau
is committed to AG Education and is
recognized by the WFBF as a progressive
leader in the AG in the Classroom
program because it is the only county
Farm Bureau group in the state to offer
in-class visits and presentations by farmers
to fourth grade classes. It is a win-win
situation where the farmers get to tell their
personal story of how they grow crops,
raise livestock and how much they care
for these animals and the land, and the
children get to see pictures about agricul-
ture and ask questions related to farming.

Last winter Waukesha County
Farm Bureau developed a new AG in
the Classroom Microsoft PowerPoint
computer presentation that is an
“electronic slide show™ highlighting
the past, present and future of farming
methods, practices and technologies.
The farm owners and managers who

volunteered to present the new slide show
last year to schools throughout the county
were very pleased that the images and
pictures were of great interest to the
children that stimulated more questions
and dialogue. The slide show helped to
further visually educate why agriculture,
and land protection and conservation, is
so vital to all of us.

The AG in the Classroom Program in
Waukesha County is supported by the
volunteer hours of Farm Bureau members,
and the state program is jointly funded
through a grant from the WFBF and the
Wisconsin Department of Agriculture,
Trade and Consumer Protection.
Participation by schools in AG in the
Classroom activities is voluntary. Each
winter, Waukesha County Farm Bureau
contacts all fourth grade teachers in the
county and offers to provide the in-class
presentation. Teachers then notify the
county Farm Bureau AG in the Classroom
coordinator if they are interested in
scheduling a class visit by a Waukesha
County farmer.

As the AG in the Classroom program
works to plant the seeds of farm and food
industry knowledge in the minds of
students, may we as a community see the
growth in the number of individuals who
will support agriculture and help shape its
future. To learn more about Wisconsin’s
AG in the Clas$room program, and the ag
teaching resources offered, please visit the

website, www.wisagintheclassroom.org. &

PAGE

3

ASK JEFF... (from page 2)

subject to many different disease
problems some of which may be
confused with Oak Wilt, be sure to
have an arborist examine your tree
before beginning treatment.

To avoid the disease prune oaks
only during the dormant season and
pruning paint may be used on wounds
caused by storms. This is one of the
few cases where pruning paint is still
recommended.

If a tree is found with Oak Wilt it
is the best to remove the tree during
the winter if damage to other oaks is
possible during felling. If root grafts are
likely, it is very important to severe the
root grafts between healthy and
infected oak trees before removal. A
tractor mounted trenching tool similar
to those used for underground cable
installation is most commonly used to
cut the roots to a depth of five feet.

—— \

Wood from infected trees can be
used as firewood with some precau-
tions. Cutting and splitting will hasten
the time needed to dry the wood to a
point where the fungus can not survive.
Cover with a tarp and bury the ends to
prevent contact with insects.

Chemical treatments have been
developed which may be injected into
the tree to arrest the symptoms if
caught very early. However, trenching
is still recommended.

Any tree species can be injured
from a host of agents including insect,
storms, and other fungi. Monitor the
health of your trees or at least look at
them occasionally to determine if
something doesn’t look right. As with
most things it is easier to treat a
problem earlier than later.

If you have a question that

you would like answered in the
Ask Jeff column, please email him

at jkante@chenequa.org or write

to Tall Pines Conservancy. A



BOARD MEMBER NEWS

Tall Pines Conservancy is pleased to
announce the election of two new board
members: Sam Bradt and Steven Traudt.

Sam Bradt is a semi-retired corporate director and business
advisor. He lives with his family in Chenequa, WI. Having served
on more than twenty boards, mostly with small entrepreneurial
businesses, he currently serves on two such boards as well as six
not-for-profit boards. While most ventures involved small
businesses, two of those evolved into large public companies:
Centene Corporation (CNC:NYSE), and Lunar Corporation
(LUNR:NASDAQ) purchased by G. E. Medical in 2000.

Currently, Mr. Bradt serves on the boards of:
e The Elizabeth A. Brinn Foundation
e Fellow Mortals Wildlife Hospital Foundation
e Malaika Early Learning Center
e University Lake School
e North Lake Management District
e Tall Pines Conservancy
e Tanis Brush Company
e PracticeMatch Systems, LLC

Earlier in his career, Mr. Bradt served as a corporate officer
at Abbott Laboratories, Federal Signal Corporation, and the
American National Bank of Chicago. He was educated at
Stanford University (BSME 1961), Harvard Business School
(1961-1962), and University of Chicago Graduate School of
Business (MBA 1970).

Steven M. Traudt, a Principal at Quinette & Traudrt, Inc.,
specializing in real estate, finance and investment transactions.
He has been responsible for consulting and brokering transactions
in nearly all segments of commercial real estate. Steve was raised
in the area and has a strong personal commitment to preserving
the rural character and quality of life in our community. He’s
married to Kathleen and they have three children: Johnathan,
William and Katherine.
Education: University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee, 1986-1990

* BBA-Real Estate and Finance; minor Comparative Literature
Other Biographical Background:

* Recipient of 2005 “Deal of the Year” WCAR award

e 2002-2004 Trustee, Village of Nashotah

® 2000-Present Board member, Pabst Mansion-Milwaukee

* Active member of Wisconsin - Commercial

Association of Realtors

¢ Community service and volunteer on several committees
Interests: Family, business, mountain biking, skiing, golf, culinary
arts, music, reading, pool, hard work and having fun.

TPC is pleased to announce the election of Caran Quadracci
as our Fund Raising Committee Chair, replacing Bill Biersach
who will remain on the Board. The Board wishes to thank
Bill for his years of leadership as Chair. During his tenure
TPC raised considerable summs of money helping us protect

237 acres of land. Caran brings an unbridled enthusiasm.
She will lead us into our next phase of annual fundraising
and special project fundraising. Caran has said one of her
first goals is to insure our annual operating needs are met
including a new full-time Executive Director of Tall Pines.
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the Administration value private, voluntary land conservation
and its place in preserving our natural heritage and America’s
traditional land uses.

What does it mean to “donate a conservation

easement” or “place your land into an easement”?

When you donate a conservation easement, you voluntarily
agree to permanently limit uses on your land in order to protect
and preserve the land as is for future generations.

A voluntary conservation agreement, or conservation easement,
is a legal agreement between a landowner and a nonprofit land
trust or government agency.

It allows you to continue to own and use your land and to sell
it or pass it on to heirs. However, it ensures that its natural value
and heritage will be preserved.

In exchange for donating a conservation easement, qualified
landowners may receive a tax benefit in the form of a deduction.

Who qualifies for these types of tax incentives? Is this

just something for rich people with a lot of beautiful
property, or is this something that working farmers
and ranchers and moderate income landowners can
take advantage of? .
It’s important to remember that this new tax incentive helps

family farmers, ranchers and other moderate income landowners.
The significant increase in the tax incentive structure will allow
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of the country that you can work with to draft an agreement.
The timetable is up to you.

Is this new tax incentive permanent, or do I need to
act fast to preserve my land and take advantage of
the new tax provision?

Currently, the new tax incentive will expire in December of
2007. We hope it will be made permanent.

What are the financial benefits for farmers and

ranchers and moderate income-landowners?

The new tax incentive provides significant economic benefits
to help farmers and ranchers and moderate income-landowners
preserve their land.

The new rules:

¢ Raise the maximum deduction a donor can take from 30%
of adjusted gross income (AGI) in any year to 50% (For
example, a donor whose adjusted gross income is $100,000
is now eligible for a $50,000 deduction instead of $30,000);

* Allow you to deduct up to 100% of your income; and

¢ Extend the carry forward period from § years to 15 years,
allowing you to take advantage of the tax deductions for
an extra decade!

For more information, please contact Janet Abraham at

262-369-0500 or visit www.tallpinesconservancy.org. A



