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AGRICULTURE GETS UP-CLOSE
AND PERSONAL WITH AG IN

THE CLASSROOM

inter may mark the end of the
Wcr()p harvest season, but it’s just the
beginning of another “growing™ season
in Waukesha County. Farm owners and
managers who are members of the
Waukesha County Farm Bureau volunteer
their time during the winter to spring
months as AG (Agriculture) in the
Classroom ambassadors, sowing the seeds
of farm knowledge in fourth grade class-
rooms. This desire to communicate to chil-
dren about agriculture’s importance and
role in our economy and society is the Farm
Bureau’s mission to help the next generation
of leaders grow in their understanding and
appreciation of working farms and land in
our county, state and country.

AG in the Classroom is a national
education program established by the
United States Department of Agriculture
that is guided and administered in
Wisconsin through the Wisconsin Farm

by Kim Koepke, Co-owner Koepke Farms, Inc.
Bureau Federation (WFBF), a farmer-
member organization. Each county Farm
Bureau group decides how to best reach
fourth grade classes in Wisconsin through
AG in the Classroom tools, either by a
combination of lesson plans available for
teachers, resource teaching guides, agricul-
tural science kits developed for teachers
and students, or activity booklets and
brochures that children can take home.
Waukesha County has a unique situa-
tion where the increased urban population
results in many middle school-age children
who would benefit from what AG in the
Classroom has to offer. Agriculture in
Waukesha County may not be in the spot-
light due to the county’s urban expansion,
yet nearly 30 percent of the land in the
county is in farms (98,000 acres). Agricul-
ture provides 8,800 county residents with
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“WE STARTED A KINDERGARTEN

WHEN WE MOVED THERE?”

by Kristi Sherfinski

An Interview with Sally Manegold __#ls

I i

hen Sally Manegold’ son-in-law suggested that she purchase some farmland

east of Highway C, she had more than a good investment in mind when she
purchased not one, but two parcels for the purposes of conservation. She wanted to
protect the character of a landscape which held so many good memories for her and
would allow her grandchildren a chance to experience what she had. Sally has lived
near Pine Lake all of her adult life, and the family of her late husband, Bob Manegold,
has lived in the area since the 1890’s. Three of the couple’s four children still live
near Pine Lake, and the fourth still spends summers at the lake. One of Sally’s early
memories of the lake was with Bob on one of their first dates. He impressed her with

sailing and supper on the lake.

In 1944, she and her husband began living in a cottage on Pine Lake during the
summers. By 1948, they decided to live in the arca ycar-muna. As Sally put it, she
“became hooked.” At that time, only three other couples with children and a couple of
retirees spent the winters at the lake. They became a close-knit family and after awhile,
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ur mission is to
presgtve farmland, open
splice and water resources

in north west Waukesha

County through open space

preservation techniques

and smart growth planning.
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the warmer summer months of June,
July, and August. Leaves gradually
turn a bronze color, then fall from
the tree. A laboratory test for the
presence of the fungus will confirm
the disease. Note: Oak trees are
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subdivided. She currently leases the land to
a local dairy farmer who uses the crops to
feed his cattle. Her favorite aspect of the
land is Hummel Hill, a small woodlot in
the corner of one of the parcels. She loves
the large bur oak trees that grow there.
She hopes that her grandchildren might
someday enjoy the properties. A
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One of the large oak trees found on Hummel Hill.



